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One embodiment illustrated herein includes a method that
may be practiced in a computing environment. The method

(Us) includes acts for providing direct access to hardware to virtual

machines. The method includes determining that a virtual

(73) Assignee: MICROSOFT CORPORATION, machine should have access to a piece of hardware. The
Redmond, WA (US) method further includes a virtual machine requesting access

to the hardware from the host wherein a host is a special

(21) Appl. No.: 13/232,266 partition that controls the physical hardware of a computing

system and manages virtual machines. The method further
includes the host configuring the hardware to allow access to
the hardware directly by the virtual machine by the host
mapping hardware resources into the virtual machine’s

(22) Filed: Sep. 14, 2011

Publication Classification address space. The method further includes the virtual
machine directly accessing the hardware without going
(51) Int.ClL through the host once the hardware has been configured by
GO6F 9/455 (2006.01) the host.
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